Information literacy has been defined as gaining the necessary skills required to access, process and present information for learning, research, problem solving and career development. The information literacy concept spreads across a vast span from user education programmes to knowledge extension or wisdom achievement. Mainly, information literacy skills are based on library skills and information technology skills. This paper discusses the value of information literacy programmes conducted by the universities in Sri Lanka in order to achieve the higher level of learning in the university sector; with special reference to Sri Lankan universities, with the focus on Outcome Space. The outcome space information literacy framework runs through Information sources, Information Technology, Information Control, Information Processing, Knowledge construction, Knowledge Extension and Wisdom as explained by Christine Bruce. Further the paper elucidates the information literacy initiatives commenced by the libraries of the University of Colombo, University of Kelaniya, University of Moratuwa, University of Sri Jayewardenapura and National Institute of Library and Information Sciences (NILIS). The survey results reveal that the information literacy programmes initiated by the university libraries and the Institute, range from user orientation to the credit based programmes. All the university libraries that were chosen for this study had commenced some sort of information literacy programme. But most of the programmes are at the lower level of the outcome space. Two university libraries and the Institute had made an attempt to initiate outcome space information literacy programmes.
Introduction
Information literacy programmes in Sri Lankan universities have a very brief history. But many universities have initiated the basic and advanced However, in the universities the concept was developed in an unorganized manner. Several individual university libraries have attempted to address the issue separately, without any motivation or a collaborative effort. This study attempts to obtain a clear picture regarding these programmes and how they could be improved. This study was carried out between January and March
2009.

Objectives of the study
This study was carried out in order to achieve the following objectives.
1. To examine the importance of helping to deliver information literacy skills in the university sector in Sri Lanka by reviewing the current literature. The survey Research Method was used in carrying out this study.
Questionnaires interviews and observation techniques were used to collect the data.
Background to the study
The author has gained much exposure to the information literacy concept and the programme since he joined NILIS, University of Colombo as a senior "Information Literacy encompasses knowledge of one's information concerns and needs, and the ability to identify, locate, evaluate, organize and effectively create, use and communicate information to address issues or problems at hand; it is a prerequisite for participating effectively in the Information Society, and is part of the basic human right of life long learning." (US National Commission on Library and Information Science, 2003).
When the above definition is broken down into its practical aspects basically, information literacy skills in university education run through from problem identification, defining the research topic, identifying the probable information sources, searching capabilities via internet databases and other sources, evaluating the found information, writing, presentation or using the accessed information in academically, avoiding plagiarism and using the proper referencing style etc.
The above idea has been explicitly explained by Bundy (2004) , by dividing information literacy in higher education into three categories.
(1) Generic skills (2) Here the students in the universities are directed from accessing data to reaching wisdom level, with the help of information literacy pathways.
Types of information literacy programmes that carried out by the Foreign and Local Universities
When the author studied the information literacy programmes conducted by the foreign universities, he was able to identify the following:
1. Generic information literacy skills or stand alone information literacy skills courses 2. Parallel (extra curricular but compliment specific subject area) courses related to information literacy 4. For credit to non credit courses.
5. From required to elective courses.
6. From distance to face to face courses.
Online Information Literacy Instructions (Web based guide)
In addition to the various types of information literacy courses, some specific characteristics of successful information literacy instruction programs are specified by Abbey & Michael as follows.
• Use of student centered, active and collaborative learning methods Information technology skills are essential in order to enable students to retrieve information, communicate information and publicize information.
Students need to be more proactive, in order to grasp the new information technology knowledge which undergoes continual change. Information sources are the places where the information is stored. These sources may be in different forms and formats. Therefore it is essential that the students have a good knowledge about information sources and using them freely. The study revealed that the information literacy courses conducted by Sri Lankan universities had successfully covered this category.
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Information process relates to acquisition of information and using information for problem solving and decision making. In the information literacy programmes included in this research, the acquisition of information skills was practiced; but the usage of information in problem solving and decision making was not adhered to completely.
Information control means acquiring the necessary skills by the students, to file or organize the retrieved information, and to use it in the future. This is another aspect that information literacy course designers need to think about.
Knowledge construction is one of the main objectives of the university students. Students use the knowledge gained by them, to construct new knowledge with new interpretations. This is the pathway for the development of the country. Unfortunately the information literacy educational programmes in Sri Lanka have so far not covered this concept. Knowledge extension concept means using knowledge to solve problems, and to acquire new vision using the knowledge.
Achieving "Wisdom" through information literacy is the ultimate goal of the university student. The wisdom conception is associated with good values, attitudes and beliefs. This means that students or citizens use information for the benefit of others. When librarians design the information literacy curriculum, attention should be focused on this scenario too.
The information literacy programmes carried out by the universities of Sri Lanka 
Conclusion
The study revealed that all the librarians who were interviewed were very keen and enthusiastic to commence information literacy programmes in collaboration with the teaching faculty. They stated that they faced several problems too such as lack of resources, lack of trained staff, and proper guidance. On the whole all the libraries and library staff included in the sample had taken satisfactory steps to initiate information literacy programmes in their particular libraries.
According to the above data it is clear that in order to achieve the best information literacy practices by the Sri Lankan Universities, they have to plan and implement more information literacy programmes integrated with the curriculum, to enable the students' to gain knowledge extension and wisdom.
Therefore the librarians and teaching staff need to work in collaboration to develop the information literacy programmes with instructional strategies, assessment techniques and applying an information literacy model. 
